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MESSAGE: 

Examiner Rimell, I apologize for the amount of time it has taken to 
get back to you on this file. We have adopted the changes you 
discussed to claims 4 and 13 and have made some additional changes to 
new claim 1 9. Please call me with your thoughts. 
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THIS MESSAGE IS N TENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY TO WHICH rr is ADDRESSED AND MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS 
PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL AND EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE LAW. IF THE READER OF THIS MESSAGE IS NOT THE INTENDED 
RECPIENT, OR THE EMPLOYEE OR AGENT RESPONSIBLE FOR DELIVERING THE MESSAGE TO THE N TENDED RECPIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFED THAT 
ANY DISSEM NATION, D6TRBUTI0N OR COPYNG OF THIS COMMUNICATION IS STRICTLY PROHBHED. F YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS COMMUNICATION IN 
ERROR, PLEASE NOTFY US IMMEDIATELY BY TELEPHONE AND RETURN THE ORIGINAL MESSAGE TO US AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS BY MAIL. THANK YOU. 

F YOU HAVE ANY TRANSMISSION DIFFICULTY, 
PLEASE CONTACT THE FACSIMILE DEPARTMENT AT (312) 701-7981 

Brussels Charlotte Chicago Cologne Frankfurt Houston London Los Angeles Manchester New York Palo Alto Paris Washington, D.C. 
Independent Mexico City Correspondent: Jauregui, Navarrete, Nader y Rojas, S.C. 

Mayer, Brown, Rowe & Maw LLP operates in combination with our associated Engfish limited liability partnership in the offices listed above. 
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Suggested Claim Amendments 

4. A system for determining eligibility of a participant in on insuranc e plan with respect to 
particular dental procedures performable by a dental care provider comprising: 

a first computer having at least one data storage means, at least one input means, 
and at least one output means; 

data pertaining to at least one participant stored in at least one database on the 
data storage means of said first computer wherein at least a portion of said data is not 
locally stored on a second computer; 

means for determining eligibility of the participant in real time comprising: 

means associated with the second computer for inputting a participant 
identifier, 

means associated with the second computer for simultaneously inputting a 
particular procedure , with the participant identifier necessitated by the participant 
as a single step ; 

means associated with the fiTst computer for searching the participant data 
stored in the at least one data storage means for the participant identifier; and 

means associated with the first computer for providing the participant 
stored data pertaining to the participant identifier to the second computer, and, to, 
in turn, provide data as to an indication of correctness or non-correctness of the 
eligibility of the participant for only said inputted particular procedur e, wherein 
said provided participant stored data to the second computer comprises current 
dental benefit coverage and participant identification data ; 

second input means being associated with said second computer for inputting an 
inquiry requesting information from said first computer pertaining to said particular 
dental procedure in order to access said participant data in real time and determine 
eligibility for said particular procedure in real time prior to providing said procedure 
without the need to send participant's data to said second computer from said data storage 
means in advance of said determination; and 

means associated with the first computer for recording utilization of benefits by 
the dental provider in real time. 
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6. The system of claim 4 wherein the means for inputting a particular procedure 
necessitated by a participant comprises means for inputting at least a procedure code, a tooth 
identification, and a positional identification as applicable to said procedure. 



13. A method of providing information to dental care providers regarding a participant of an 
insurance plan of at least one carrier comprising the atepo of : 

determining eligibility of the participant comprising th e st e ps of : 

inputting identifier data and a particular procedure pertaining to the 
participant on a first computer in the form of a single step an inquiry in real time 
to at least one database containing participant data regarding a plurality of 
insurance carriers, wherein at least a portion of said participant data is stored 
remotely from said first computer; 

searching for the identifier data in said participant data of said at least one 
database; 

providing output in the form of participant data provided as a response to 
said inquiry in real time pertaining to the eligibility of the participant without the 
need to send the participant's data from the database in advance of said 
determinatio n, wherein said output comprises an indication of correctness or non- 
correctness for only said input particular procedure and participant identification 
data, the output transmitted to the second computer : 

inputting a proc e dur e cod e said inputting step performed in real time to 
determine whether a procedure associated with the procedure code is covered by 
the participant's plan prior to performing the procedure; and 

recording the utilization of benefits and claims in real time by way of a 
procedure by the dental care provider comprising the steps of: 

inputting an identifier data pertaining to the participant; and, 

inputting a performed procedure data. 



14. The method of claim 13 further comprising the step of: accessing the inputted performed 
procedure data in real time. 
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15. The method of claim 13 further comprising the step of: updating at least a portion of the 
data pertaining to the eligibility of the at least one participant, wherein, the step of providing 
output of such data occurs in real time. 



16. The method of claim 13 wherein the step of inputting an identifier comprises the step of: 

inputting at least one of a social security number, a last name, a first name, and a 
date of birth. 



17. The method of claim 13 wherein the step of inputting data pertaining to a procedure 
comprises the step of: inputting at least one procedure code pertaining to a desired.procedure* 



18. The method of claim 13 wherein the step of inputting data pertaining to a procedure 
comprises the steps of: 

inputting at least one procedure code pertaining to a desired dental procedure; 

inputting an identification of the tooth undergoing the desired dental procedure; 

inputting the identification of the location of the tooth undergoing the desired 
dental procedure. 



19. (new) A system for determining eligibility of a participant with respect to particular 
dental procedures performable by a dental care provider comprising: 

a first computer having a data storage device, an input and an output; 

participant data stored in a database on the data storage device of said first 
computer wherein at least a portion of said data is not locally stored on a second 
computer and wherein the participant data includes participant identification data 
having a plurality of different participant identifiers; 

means for determining eligibility of the participant in real time comprising: 

an input device coupled to the second computer for inputting and storing 
only a subset of the plurality of different participant identifiers of the 
participant identification data, the subset of the plurality of different 
participant identifiers obtained from a participant, and a particular procedure 
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necessitated by the participant, the subse tof the different participan t! 
and particular procedure sent out to the first computer; 

means associated with the first computer for searching the participant data 
stored in the data storage device for the limited subset of the different participant 
identifiers; and 




means associated with the first computer for providing the participant 
stored data pertaining to the participant identification data, to, in turn, provide an 
indication of the correctness or non-correctness of the eligibility of the participant 
for only said inputted particular procedure; 



second input means being associated with said second computer for inputting an 
inquiry requesting information from said first computer pertaining to said particular 
dental procedure in order to access said participant data in Teal time and determine 
eligibility for said particular procedure in real time prior to provide said procedure 
without the need to send participant's data to said second computer from said data storage 
means in advance of said determination; and 



means associated with the first computer for recording utilization of benefits by 
the dental provider in real time. 
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